
Biography

Artist Statement

Benford Dwight Stellmacher, Jr. is a multi-faceted creative who began in his early years 
drawing graffiti, cartoons, and sketching still figures around the house on any piece of 
paper he could find. For over 10 years, Benford’s creative tool of choice has been a 
mouse which he has used to create unique identity solutions through his graphic design 
business, Authentic DNA Studio, LLC.
 
In December of 2018, Benford picked up paint brushes and began expressing his creativity 
in a brand-new medium. Primarily using acrylics, his confidence and conviction in his 
artwork grew consistently throughout the years, culminating in the establishment of his 
namesake art company, B.D. Stellmacher, Jr., LLC in 2020. His artwork, which spans themes 
of social justice, music, faith, education, and the Black experience in America, has been 
received with fervor and praised for its messaging, composition, quality, and uniqueness.

Benford refers to each of his artistic creations as “Conversations”, strategically intending 
for each piece to act “as an independent catalyst to an internal dialogue with the 
viewer.” Nearly every day, he is debuting a new “conversation” through canvas that aims 
to inspire, influence, and impact his audience. As a proud man of faith, Ben views his 
canvases as a pulpit, through which the spirit of God has a voice to speak to the hearts of 
mankind as they behold the textures, patterns, colors and holistic composition of each 
piece.

My body of work is primarily based on a conceptual narrative. As a kingdom creative, I 
believe that my spiritual obligation is to make manifest the glory of God by expressing his 
Heart through a variety of mediums. I was trained in my architectural background that 
“Form follows function”. This is where the concept of “Conversations” was born. My 
graphic design background enables me to focus on designing the compositional layouts 
of each piece. More than anything, I love being able to speak to the meaning and 
message behind the concept. The “Conversations” are intended to create an internal 
dialogue sparked by emotion or cause a meaningful external interaction between 
viewers. In full transparency, I am freeing myself from the expectation of perfection in the 
execution but more focused on the delivery of the concept. That is what means the most 
to me. These “Conversations” are usually inspired by ethnic and tribal photography, music, 
and sometimes simple words that formulate images in my mind.
 
My mission is to INSPIRE the next generation to believe that they have a gift that has the 
potential to make a difference in the world. I want to INFLUENCE them to pursue that gift 
on purpose without hesitation or being influenced by doubt or unbelief.  Lastly, I want the 
next generation to be fully persuaded that the greatness on the inside of them has the 
power to IMPACT and transform society in ways they could never imagine.
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Artist CV
Education:

Hampton University, B.S., Architecture, 1998.

Tidewater Community College, A.A.S., Graphic Design, 2012.

Kent State University, M.S. UX Design, 2020

Solo Exhibition:

2021 – Christina Cultural Arts Center, “Conversations through Canvas”, Wilmington, DE

2022 – Windsor Art Center, The Second Layer, Windsor, CT.

2022 - Hampton History Museum, Juneteenth Commemoration, Hampton, VA

2022 - Downing Gross Cultural Arts Center, The Weight of my Faith, Newport News, VA

2023 - Southwest Art Center, The Weight of my Faith, Atlanta, GA

2023 - 224 Ecospace, THe Weight of my Faith, Hartford, CT

2023 - Clearstory Arts, The Weight of my Faith, Chattanooga, TN

2024 - Southwest Art Center, MOOR than Enough, Atlanta, GA

Group Exhibition:

2021 – McGuffey Art Center, “Water: The Agony and Ecstasy of the Black Experience”, 
Charlottesville, VA.

2021 – Second Street Gallery, Teeny Tiny Trifecta 4, Charlottesville, VA

2021 – Second Street Gallery, The Third Mind, Charlottesville, VA

2021 - Charles H. Taylor Visual Arts Center, Virginia Artists Juried Exhibition, Hampton, VA

2021 - Historic Ward Rooming House, Point Comfort Art Fair, Miami, FL

2022 - Charles H. Taylor Visual Arts Center, Virginia Artists Juried Exhibition, Hampton, VA

2022 - Port Warwick Art & Sculpture Festival, Newport News, VA

2023 - Historic Ward Rooming House, Point Comfort Art Fair, Miami, FL
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